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man, Vista Drive near Circle; Wilson Dayton, two 
stucco houses on Deepdale Drive near Gateway: A. 
G. Dalameter, subdeveloper, concrete stucco house 
on Sycamore Drive and Spanish Mission house on 
Ridge Drive East. 


5 Frank Joseph Forster (1886-1948), educated at Coo- 


per Union and abroad, set up private practice in 
1911, having worked for various firms from 1908 
on. He specialized in domestic architecture, design- 
ing a stucco and half-timbered house in Great Neck 
for John R. Hoyt in 1920, Henry E Withey and Elsie 
Rathburn Withey, Biographical Dictionary of Amer 
ican Architects (Deceased) (Los Angeles: Hennessey & 
Ingalls, 1970), p. 215; Robert B. MacKay. Anthony 
K. Baker, and Carol A. Traynor, eds., Long Island 
Country Houses and Their Architects, 1860-1940 (New 
York: Society for the Preservation of Long Island 
Antiquities and W. W. Norton, 1997), pp. 170-71. 
Oswald C. Hering (1874-1941), a noted domestic 
architect, studied at MIT and in Paris. He worked 
in the suburbs of Boston, Philadelphia, and New 
York, especially on Long Island. He designed the 
Fifth Avenue Brentano's bookstore. Withey and 
Withey, Biographical Dictionary of American Archi- 
tects (Deceased), p. 279. In Great Neck Estates he 
designed three houses for John R. Corbin, a Dutch 
Colonial and two Tudors, on Magnolia and Ridge, 
1914, 

E. R. Tuchs, Gateway Drive, 1914, 

“Many New Homes Built at Great Neck, L. 1,” 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, June 6, 1915. Irving B. Ells, five 
houses for The Frank Crowell, Inc., 1915. 
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and the plant was never built. Perhaps they were 
generators for individual houses. 

“To Build Fine Houses at Great Neck Estates,” 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, March 15, 1910. Each house 
would cost between $15,000 and $20,000 to build. 
The Thorne mansion became the clubhouse of the 
Great Neck Golf Club in the southwestern quad- 
rant of the Estates in January 1912. 

The gated wall and lodge were never built, nor was 
the “great dynamo.” 

“Estates at Great Neck,” a promotional brochure 
printed in 1910 or 1911. Its few photographs show 
a great deal of picturesque scenery, one unpaved 
road, a sidewalk, and no houses. 

Ibid. 

“Big Development Superbly Planned. Modern 
Ideas Adopted in Laying Out . . . Welfare of Colony 
Forever Protected . . . ” New-York Tribune, May 24, 
1914. 

“Autobiography,” p. 77. 

“Home Seekers Looking to the Suburbs for Living 
Comforts at Moderate Cost,” New Vork Times, Febru- 
ary 18, 1912. 

“Suburban Communities on Long Island Jumping 
into Activity for the Summer,” New Yòrk Times, May 
19, 1912. 

Frieda Kessler, “The History of Great Neck Estates” 
pamphlet (n.p., n.d.). Great Neck Library. Kessler 
further noted that the Soundview water hole sur- 
vives as the village’s Pond Park. 

“Syndicate of New York Capitalists Buy Site for 
Million-Dollar Hotel at Great Neck, Long Island,” 
New York Times, April 1, 1911. 

Tbid. 

“Autobiography,” p. 69. 

McKnight gives no dates in this part of his autobi- 
ography. The date for the trip is based on the 1914 
death date of Sir Frederick Mirrielees. 
“Autobiography,” p. 69. 

Ibid., p. 70. 

The information about Douglas Mirrielees’s work 
on developing the Mirrielees Park section of Great 
Neck Estates is based on primary research done by 
Ilse Kagan, Great Neck Estates historian. 
Mirrielees Park prospectus on display at Great Neck 
Estates village hall. 

“Autobiography,” p. 70. 

According to Ilse Kagan’s research, Mirrielees com- 
mitted suicide. 

“Autobiography,” p. 70. 

Ibid. 

Ibid., p. 71. 

Ibid. 

Ibid., p. 73. McKnight was putting in a house foun- 
dation at Great Neck Estates for lawyer Bertram 
Pettigrew when North Hempstead Republican town 
leader Ed Allen approached him to ask if he was 
interested in being appointed Nassau County attor- 
ney. 

“Autobiography,” p. 71. 

“Effect of Electrification,” New York Sun, November 
2, 1913. 

“Building Active at GN, LI,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 
April 25, 1914. 

“Great Neck, LI, Home Nearing Completion,” 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, May 15, 1914. 

“Many New Homes Built at Great Neck, LI... ,” 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, June 6, 1915. 
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Great Neck Estates Building-Zone Ordinance, 
December 19, 1921. On display at Great Neck 
Estates village hall. 

“Living in Great Neck Estates: A Wealth of Attrac- 
tions,” Newsday, June 12, 1983. 

Ilse Kagan, personal communication; Frieda Kes- 
sler, “The History of Great Neck Estates.” 

Ilse Kagan, personal communication. 

“Great Neck Estates Has Its Own Private Bathing 
Beach . . . ,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, August 12, 1924. 
Our Village, Great Neck,” pamphlet, ca. 1958, dis- 
tributed by the Great Neck Civic Association. 
“Section Known as Great Neck School District... ,” 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, March 20, 1927. 

Ibid. 
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80 
81 


5 


Leaves Its Mark on L. I.,” New York Times, December 
5, 1982. 

The house is no longer standing. 

Social notes in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle during the 
1930s include several mentions of the McKnights’ 
activities. One such reference can be found in the 
February 25, 1933, issue. 


Paul V. Shields at Great Neck 

New York Evening Post, July 22, 1941. Paul Shields, 
senior partner in the Wall Street brokerage firm 
founded in 1923 that bore his name, had just ten- 
dered his resignation as a governor of the New York 
Stock Exchange. He was preparing to be called to 
Washington to serve in “some branch of the govern- 
ment.” “Louis G. Shields Dies on a Hunting Trip,” 
New York Times, December 8, 1931. At the time of 
his death, L. G. Shields was a partner in Shields & 
Company and, like Paul and their brother, Corne- 
lius, a prominent yachtsman. 

Paul V. Shields was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, on 
October 24, 1890, and died in Manhattan on De- 
cember 24, 1962. He is buried at Sacred Hearts of 


Jesus and Mary Roman Catholic Church cemetery 


in Southampton, Long Island. Findagrave.com, 
memorial #51304560. Louis G. Shields was born 
in Grand Forks, North Dakota, on June 6, 1887, 
and died on a hunting trip in Hampton Bays, Long 
Island, on December 7, 1931. “L. G. Shields Dies 
On A Hunting Trip,” New Dork Times, December 
8, 1931. Their younger brother, Cornelius Shields, 
was born in 1895. Cover story, “Cornelius Shields,” 
Time, September 27, 1959. 

Nothing is known about the financing of the Shields 
brothers’ first real estate purchase. It is likely to have 
involved mortgages and construction loans secured 
by the value of the land and the houses. 

Though no definite link has been found between 
Great Neck Estates and Great Neck Villa, the 
McKnight brothers developed Great Neck Estates 
under the name Villa Park Association and the 
Shields brothers used the name Great Neck Villa 
Company. Both developments feature the naturalis- 
tic landscape and infrastructure layout pioneered by 
Frederick Law Olmsted, and both the McKnights 
and the Shields worked with the landscape designer 
Robert Anderson Pope. Given that the McKnight 
brothers were experienced Long Island developers 
and the Shields brothers were young and new to the 
New York area, it is possible that the McKnight de- 
velopment model influenced the Shields’s work. 
“Great Neck’s Development . . . .” Brooklyn Times, 
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March 27, 1909. This article mentions lot sizes 
from one-eighth to two-thirds of an acre, while an 
ad placed by Paul Shields in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 
October 24, 1909, “Great Neck Villa Colony,” men- 
tions lot sizes between one-half acre and two acres. 
It is interesting to note that Great Neck Villa was 
laid out in the same year as Great Neck Estates, and 
its plan resembles, on a smaller scale, Robert Ander- 
son Pope’s plan for Great Neck Estates. Pope had 
had a relationship with the Olmsted brothers’ firm 
for several years before winning a competition to de- 
sign Great Neck Estates. Paul V. Shields chose Pope 
to be the landscape designer for his next Great Neck 
development, Grenwolde, in 1912. 
“Great Neck’s Development . . . ,” Brooklyn Times, 
March 27, 1909; “Building Activity in Great Neck,” 
New York Times May 23, 1909. The New York Times 
article states that the Dutch Colonial was being built 
by John M. Clark, and the California bungalow by 
Charles W. Dillon. The house about to be started 
was being built for Vincent Parke. A later notice 
(New York Times, May 22, 1910) implies that these 
new houses were the residences of the men men- 
tioned; they were probably not the builders or con- 
tractors. 
“Great Neck Villa Estates,” an advertisement placed 
by Louis G. and Paul V. Shields, 1 Wall Street, Brook- 
yn Daily Eagle, June 12, 1909. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
“Great Neck Villa Colony,” advertisement, Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle, October 24, 1909. 
“Real Estate Notes,” New York Herald, May 22, 1910. 
“Handsome Residences under Construction in the 
Great Neck Section,” New York Herald, May 22, 
1910, 
“While 1910 Has Generally [Been] an Off Year... .” 
New York Herald, May 28, 1911. What the Ashley 
sewerage system was is not known. It may have been 
similar to the system planned for Grenwolde, which 
featured an on-site sewer treatment plant. 
“New Hotel and North Shore State Highway Great 
Aids in Long Island Development,” New York Times, 
April 2, 1911. 
Several of these postcards, labeled “Great Neck 
Villa. Shields Co. 1 Wall St. N.Y.C.,” are in the col- 
lection of the Great Neck Public Library. Two of 
the cards are on display at the Thomaston Village 
Hall. 
“In the Berkshires of Long Island,” Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle, May 13, 1911; posteards in the Great Neck 
Public Library. 
“Home Seekers Looking to the Suburbs for Living 
Comforts at Moderate Cost,” New York Times, Febru- 
ary 18, 1912. 
“Long Island's Popular Suburban Resorts Showing 
Evidences of Building Activity,” New York Times, 
March 24, 1912, 
“Progress the Watchword of Long Island Through 
All Its Suburban Communities,” New York Times, 
June 16, 1912. 
Besides Paul Shields, the only syndicate member 
whose name has been confirmed is Walter J. Vree- 
land, “Cottage Colony at Great Neck from Ideas 
Obtained in England,” New ork Herald, March 9, 
1913, Section 4, p. 3. 
“New Development at Great Neck, Long Island,” 
New York Herald, October 6, 1912. This article states 


Notes 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 
29 
30 


31 


32 


33 


34 
35 


36 


37 


that the parcel developed as Grenwolde was part of 
the Skidmore Estate. 

“Exclusive Colony To Be at Great Neck,” New York 
Herald, October 25, 1902, p. 11. The realty firm 
Osgood & Pell announced the sale of 105 acres of 
the Skidmore Estate to a syndicate of wealthy New 
Yorkers for a colony of summer homes. It would not 
deny the rumor that US. Steel president Charles 
M. Schwab was involved in the plan. “Great Neck 
Favored by Many Men of Millions.” New York Herald, 
April 6, 1904, p. 18. Mrs, H. Bramhall Gilbert pur- 
chased thirty acres of the Skidmore Estate on West 
Shore Road where she is building a magnificent 
summer residence. “Real Estate Notes,” Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle, May 4, 1907, p. 4. 

Shields’s office was at 1 Wall Street; Vreeland’s, at 
129 Front Street. 

W. J. Vrecland’s name appeared in a number of 
legal and real estate notices in New York papers. 
“Mortgages,” New York Sun, July 17, 1912, p. 13. 
Vreeland was attorney for a mortgage on a twelve- 
story building at 598 Broadway that was given to 
the Skidmore Estate by Thomas Howell. Following 
this notice came other notices of a foreclosure and a 
land swap involving property near Grenwolde. 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, May 4, 1907, p. 4. “The only 
two properties with waterfront on the market are the 
R. G. Mitchell estate . . . and the Skidmore estate of 
100 acres held at $350,000." 

“New Development at Great Neck, Long Island,” 
New York Herald, October 6, 1912. This article 
mentions the “New York syndicate,” and Shields’s 
responsibility for development and sales, 
“Grenwolde,” New York Sun, March 2, 1913. 

Ibid. 

It is not known whether the Grenwolde sewage 
treatment facility was ever built, but according to 
real estate advertisements, the Grenwolde houses 
today are among the few in Kings Point that have a 
sewer system rather than septic tanks. 

“New Development at Great Neck, Long Island,” 
New York Herald, October 6, 1912. 

Ibid. Shields is quoted as saying: “A casino will 
immediately be erected on the shore front reserved 
for plot owners not having actual water frontage 
- + <”; “For rent at Great Neck, LI,” New York Herald, 
October 25, 1914, p. 4. 

“New Development at Great Neck, Long Island,” 
New York Herald, October 6, 1912, For more on Pope, 
see Great Neck Estates, pages xxx and xxx. and this 
essay page 6 

Ibid. 

Information on Robert Anderson Pope and the plan- 
ning projects at Jamaica Plain and Smith’s Point on 
Fire Island was found through an online search. The 
Watson Engineering Company was the contractor 
for the road and general development work at Gren- 
wolde. See “New Development at Great Neck, Long 
Island,” New York Herald, October 6, 1912. 

“Cottage Colony at Great Neck from Ideas 
Obtained in England,” Mw York Herald, March 9, 
1913, Section 4, p. 3. 

“Greater Great Neck,” a map for real estate oper- 
ators, developers, and others by Roger W. Allen, 
printed by the Great Neck Record, January 20, 1933. 
This map features all the neighborhoods and devel- 
opments on the Great Neck peninsula and indicates 
the number of houses in each. Grenwolde appears 


to have fifteen houses. The Kings Point assessor's 
office, however, lists only fourteen lots along Gren- 
wolde Drive. The fifteenth property on the Allen 
map might have been the casino. 

“Cottage Colony at Great Neck from Ideas 
Obtained in England,” New Dork Herald, March 9, 
1913. 

“Grenwolde, Long Island’s English Colony,” New 
York Sun, March 2, 1913. The concept of English 
cottage-style houses was almost certainly Paul 
_ Shields’s own. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

“Cottage Colony at Great Neck from Ideas 
Obtained in England,” New York Herald, March 9, 
1913, Section 4, p. 3, Architectural Record 36, no, 4 
(October 1914), pp. 456-61, features photographs 
and floor plans of three Grenwolde houses. 

Henry E Withey and Elsie Rathburn Withey. 
Biographical Dictionary of American Architects (Deceased) 
(Los Angeles: Hennessey & Ingalls, 1970), p. 215. 
“Waterfront Property,” New Dork Herald, April 6, 
1913. This advertisement mentions deed restric- 
tions, cites Edward King as architect, and includes a 
pretty engraving of a Grenwolde house. 

“The Yachtsman Will Find . . . ,” New York Herald, 
April 13, 1913. 

“English Cottage at Grenwolde,” New York Times, 
February 16, 1913; “An Exclusive Glory,” New ork 
Herald, March 1, 1913; “Grenwolde, Long Island's 
English Colony,” New York Sun, March 2, 1913; 
“Waterfront Property,” New York Herald, April 6, 
1913; “The Yachtsman Will Find . . . .° New ork 
Herald, April 13, 1913; “Grenwolde, Great Neck, 
LI,” New York Times, May 30, 1913; “The Bride's 
Home,” New Tork Times June 6, 1913; “Demand for 
Long Island Real Estate . .. New Bungalow at Gren- 
wolde,” New York Times, June 8, 1913; “Grenwolde, 
Great Neck, LI,” New York Herald, June 15, 1913; “A 
Dutch Colonial Home,” New York Times, March 10, 
1914. 

“A Dutch Colonial Home,” New York Times, March 
10, 1914. 

“Grenwolde, Great Neck, LI,” New ork Herald, June 
15, 1913. “If you are looking for value in a country 
home, $15,000 at Grenwolde has greater purchas- 
ing power . . .” 

“At Grenwolde, Great Neck, LI,” New York Times, 
July 26, 1914. 

“For rent at Great Neck, LI,” New Tork Herald, Octo- 
ber 25, 1914, p. 4. 

The Shields residences are listed in the death notice 
of Paul’s wife, Veronica Gibbons Balfe Shields, who 
died on October 28, 1958, at Southampton, Long 
Island. Findagrave.com. 

Architectural Forum 35 (September 1921), pl. 44. The 
house is also pictured in the Architectural Record 51 
(June, 1922), pl. 500, 501, and 502. The Shields 
house at 2 Grenwolde Drive was originally one and 
a half stories tall, a long, low, simple design with 
hipped roofs and an engaged, double-gabled entry 
bay. 

Ellen Fletcher Russell, “Chester A. Patterson,” in 
Robert B. MacKay, Anthony K. Baker, and Carol 
A. Traynor, eds. Long Island Country Houses and Their 
Architects, 1860-1940 (New York: Society for the 
Preservation of Long Island Antiquities and W. W. 


Norton, 1997), pp. 331-32; websites for Soundview 
Manor, White Plains, New York, and Sutton Manor, 
New Rochelle, New York. 

55 Building Department, Village of Kings Point, Sec- 
tion 1, Block 69, Lot 21. 

56 Assessor’s Department, Village of Kings Point; 
website maintained by Trulia, a firm specializing in 
high-end properties in the Great Neck area. 

57 Chris-Craft Industries Company History, Chris 
Crafi.com., entry for 1956. 

58 Findagrave.com/memorial #51304560. This site 
also states that Gary Cooper (1901-1961) was the 
step-uncle of actress Brooke Shields. 

59 People, September 21, 1959. “Actress Model Suzy 
Parker, 26, was seeing a lot of Wall Streets impec- 
cable, rich 70-year-old widower Paul V. Shields, 
brother and investment banking partner of cham- 
pion yachtsman Cornelius Shields, ‘the grey fox of 
Long Island Sound.’ . . . Gary Cooper, 58, is the 
real-life son-in-law of Paul V. Shields.” 


Carl Graham Fisher and Montauk Beach 

1 Carl G. Fisher (CGF) to John “Jack” LaGorce, 
spring 1925, in Jane Fisher, Fabulous Hoosier (New 
York: Robert M. McBride & Co., 1947), p. 216. 

2 CGF to W. A. Kohlhepp, April 28, 1924, History- 
Miami, Archives & Research Center, Carl Fisher 
Collection (HistoryMiami). 

3 Jerry M. Fisher, The Pacesetter: The Untold Story of Carl 
G. Fisher (Fort Bragg, CA: Lost Coast Press, 1998), p. 
274. 

4 References to the English Downs occur several times 
in Fisher’s correspondence, and in Montauk adver- 
tising, specifically in materials prepared in 1926. 
HistoryMiami. 

5 Ralph Hausrath, “Carl G. Fisher and Montauk,” 
Long Island Forum, November 1981, p. 225; Fisher, 
The Pacesetter, p. 274; Mark S. Foster, Castles in the Sand 
(Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida, 2000), 
p. 248. The use of the early Montauk trains to carry 
fish is documented in oral histories conducted by the 
Montauk Library with descendants of fishing village 
residents. 

6 Walking Tour of the McKim, Mead & White Asso- 
ciation Houses on the Montauk Bluffs, September 
24, 1994, sponsored by the Friends of the Montauk 
Library; Lucy Lawless, Caroline Loughlin, and Lau- 
ren Meier, eds., The Master List of Design Projects of the 
Olmsted Firm, 1857-1979, 2nd ed. (Washington, DC: 
National Association for Olmsted Parks and Nation- 
al Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National 
Historic Site, 2008). 

7 Polly Redford, Million Dollar Sandbar (New York: E. 
P. Dutton & Co., 1970), p. 160; New York Times, Sep- 
tember 20, 1925, p. 30; Fisher, The Pacesetter, p. 274; 
Fisher, Fabulous Hoosier, p. 186. 

8 Hausrath, “Carl G. Fisher and Montauk,” p. 226. 

9 “Montauk Park Title Is Upheld by Court,” New York 
Times, September 21, 1928, p. 17. 

10 “Buys Big Montauk Tract,” New York Times, , Sep- 
tember 20, 1925; East Hampton Star, September 18, 
1925. The purchase did not actually close until the 
following February: East Hampton Star, February 19, 
1926; “Buys 10,000 Acres at Montauk Point,” New 
York Times, February 26, 1926, p. 4. 

11 Fisher, The Pacesetter, p. 8. 

12 Some of Fisher’s earliest colleagues who stayed with 
him through the Montauk project included race 
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car drivers Barney Oldfield and Thomas Milton, 
motorboat racer Gar Wood, aviator Eddie Rick- 
enbacker, cyclist A. C. Newby, engine designer Jim 
Allison, and General Robert Tyndall. 

Fisher, The Pacesetter, pp. 16-18. 

Fisher, Fabulous Hoosier, pp. 50-51. 

Fisher, The Pacesetter, pp. 36-37. 

Ibid., p. 37. 

Ibid., p. 28. 

Ibid., pp. 46—47. 

Ibid., p. 69. 

Fisher, Fabulous Hoosier, p. 85. 

Ibid., p. 139. 

Foster, Castles in the Sand, p. 149. 

According to Jane Fisher in Fisher, Fabulous Hoosier, 
p. 130, Alton Beach was named for a freight car 
Carl Fisher had seen and he liked the sound of the 
name. However, there is an Alton Drive in India- 
napolis, which Fisher might have known. Google 
Earth, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Foster, Castles in the Sand, p. 148. 

“Alton Beach Today Seems Like a Fairy Land,” 
Miami Herald, December 10, 1913. 

Abraham D. Lavender, Miami Beach in 1920 
(Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2002), p. 
70. August Geiger was born in 1888 and came to 
Miami in 1905 from New Haven, Connecticut. He 
designed schools and other public buildings, as well 
as clubs and residences. From Wilderness to Metropolis: 
The History and Architecture of Dade County 1825-1940, 
2nd ed. (Miami: Metropolitan Dade County Office 
of Community Development, Historic Preservation 
Division, 1992), p. 194. 

Much later, at Montauk, manager J. G. McCaffrey 
acknowledged this key idea in a letter to Carl Fisher: 
“We all know . . . that the reason why we have the 
hotel, the office building, the golf club, the polo field 
and all the rest of the development . . . [we] have 
built these attractive features with one purpose in 
mind, and that is to sell property.” McCaffrey to 
CGE, August 24, 1927. HistoryMiami. 

Foster, Castles in the Sand, p. 196. 

Fisher, Fabulous Hoosier, pp. 145-47. 

Ibid., pp. 150-51. Rosie was given to Jane and Carl 
Fisher by Ed Ballard, another Hoosier, and former 
owner of the Ringling Brothers Circus. 

Ibid., p. 70. 

For a discussion of the Lincoln Highway, see Fisher, 
The Pacesetter, pp. 74-138. The Lincoln Highway has 
been subsumed by today’s interstates 1, 30, 40, and 
50. I-80 most closely follows the Lincoln Highway’s 
original route. 

“Dixie Highway,” Wikipedia. Parts of the Dixie 
Highway survive today as various numbered high- 
ways and local streets. 

The major repositories of Carl G. Fisher’s cor- 
respondence are at HistoryMiami, Archives & 
Research Genter (the former Historical Museum 
of Southern Florida), the Wolfsonian Museum at 
Florida International University, and the Montauk 
Library. 


35 Jane Fisher thought very highly of Fred Hoerger, 
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the inexperienced “youngster” who had been assis- 
tant gardener at their Indianapolis house. Carl gave 
Hoerger full responsibility for planting at Miami 
Beach (in the sterile slurry thrown up by the dredg- 
ing), “and how that faith was justified!” she remarks 
in Fisher, Fabulous Hoosier, p. 132. In fact, Fred 
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Hoerger rose to become general superintendent 
of the Miami project, then moved to Montauk in 
March 1926 to do the same job there. 

“Florida Resorts Boom LI,” New Dork Times, January 
10, 1926. “Mr. Fisher has stated that he will trans- 
fer 1000 of his employces from Miami to Montauk 
in the summer, thus enabling him to settle a very 
important economic question of labor.” The oral 
histories of Montauk in the Fisher era recorded 
by the Montauk Library also confirm that manag- 
ers and laborers moved from one Fisher project to 
another. One interviewee noted that Montauk filled 
up with people from “Miami Beach and Port Wash- 
ington and Indianapolis” who came up with Fisher 
from Miami. 

Architectural drawings dated 1920 and signed by 
August Geiger for The Shadows are bound into 
a scrapbook apparently compiled as a sales aid for 
Fisher's Lincoln Road estate. The house stood on 4' 
bay front acres near the La Gorce Golf Course, had 
an observation tower, 6 bathrooms, a garage, boat- 
house, swimming pool, dock landing, and landscaped 
grounds, HistoryMiami, Archives & Research Center, 
ace. no. USFL/xc1993.703/photo album. 


38 John Levi to CGF, April 23, 1919, Wolfsonian 


Museum. William L. Price and M. Hawley Mc- 
Lanahan practiced architecture in Philadelphia. 
Price began as a drafisman for the Pennsylvania 
Railroad and designed stores, commercial buildings, 
and large houses. McLanahan specialized in large 
resort hotels. Henry F. Withey, and Elsie Rathburn 
Withey, Biographical Dictionary of American Architects 
(Deceased) (Los Angeles: Hennessey & Ingalls, 1970), 
pp. 412, 489. 


39 John Levi to CGF, April 23, 1919. HistoryMiami. 


41 


42 


45 
46 


Levi was about to start the grading on Star Island. 
He told Fisher that a Mr. Hausman of St. Louis was 
having “DeGarmo” draw up plans for a $30,000 
house on his | lots, Walter C. DeGarmo is indexed 
in Fyom Wilderness to Metropolis, p. 193. 

CGF to James H. Snowden, April 26, 1919. History- 
Miami. “I looked over the two houses that Bastian 
had laid out and they are suitable for Star Island. . . . 
I am perfectly willing to build these two houses 
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him get them all up by December.” Harry S. Bastian 
is described as a busy Miami architect in 1920 in 
Lavender, Miami Beach in 1920, p. 76. 

CGF to James H. Snowden (president of the Miami 
Ocean View Company, owners of Star Island), His- 
toryMiami. “I have found in building houses that 
we need all kinds, some people don’t like the Span- 
ish type with flat roofs. Our Colonial style houses, 
which Bastian has built for us, are selling very well.” 
Ibid. 

Fisher, The Pacesetter, p. 198; Redford, Million Dollar 
Sandbar, p. 124. 

Carl Fisher to John LaGorce, no date, quoted in 
Redford, Million Dollar Sandbar, p. 127. 

Ibid., p. 250. 

The Wolfgonian Museum at Florida International 
University mounted an exhibition on Schultze & 
Weaver, In Pursuit of Pleasure, Schultze & Weaver and the 
American Hotel, in 2010. The museum owns many of 
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1921, p. 108; “The Real Estate Field, Long Island,” 
New York Times, August 21, 1914, p. 14. Tuxill him- 
self sold homes in Bayside, ranging in price from 
$6,700 to $9,000, in 1918-1921. New York Times arti- 
cles: “Houses for Sale or To Let, Long Island,” July 
11, 1918, p. 17; July 22, 1918, p. 16; July 24, 1918, 
p: 19; July 25, 1918, p. 19; “Broadway—Flushing,” 
November 30, 1919, p. W1; “Bayside—Broadway, 
Flushing,” December] 4, 1919, p. W1; “Long Island 
For Sale or To Let,” December 7, 1921, p. 35. 
“Active Lot Market in Near-By Suburbs,” New Tork 
Times, October 8, 1922, p. 108; “A 700-Acre Devel- 
opment,” New York Times April 23, 1922, p. 108; 
“Port Washington Estate[s] Passes into Hands of 
New Company for Development,” New York Times, 
June 25, 1922, p. REI. In September 1922, before 
the 1923 sale, Smith was also offering Beacon Hill 
property for sale with a large display ad: “fully 
improved villa plots at practically acreage prices” 
and he assured buyers of “our closest coopera- 
tion from the time you select your plot until your 
home is ready for occupancy.” “Beacon Hill,” New 
York Times, September 10, 1922, p. RES, Letters 
located in the Beacon Hill Residents Association file 
from 1928 show two different spellings for Smith's 
realty company, Edgewood and Edgeworth Smith 
Inc. Smith was also connected with the Bi-Harbor 
Realty Company. BHRA, correspondence between 
Beacon Hill Residents Association and Bi-Harbor 
Realty, Series I, Box 1, Folder 6: July 16, 1928; July 
18, 1928; August 4, 1928; and “Report of Roads 
Committee,” 1928. “45-Acre Beacon Hill Plot Sold 
Through Edgeworth Smith,” Port Washington News 
21, no, 16 (April 20, 1923), p. 1. 


5 Nassau County Clerk, Lien Sheet, Section 5, Block 


19, August 6 and 7, 1934, liber 71, folio 122, with 
cancelation filed on September 27, 1939. 

‘Tuxill had lived at Crescent, Hampton, and Beacon 
Hill roads, all on Beacon Hill. Telephone Directo- 
ries, Nassau County, Long Island. A copy of the 
beach property deed, dated March 20, 1923, indi- 
cates that Tuxill was living in Port Washington at 
the time. BHRA, Deeds, Series I, Box 1, Folder 3. 
By 1927, Tuxill was living at 505 West End Avenue 
in Manhattan. Telephone Directory, New York City, 
Summer 1927-Winter 1928. Tuxill appears on the 
membership list of the Beacon Hill Residents Associ- 
ation in 1923 as living on Beacon Hill, but from 1924 
to 1929, his Manhattan business address at 4 West 
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34th Street appears next to his name. (There are no 
lists in the files from 1930 to 1932 and his name does 
not appear on the 1933 list.) BHRA, Membership 
Lists, Series I, Box 2, Folder 1. His brother Frank 
had already left Port Washington by the fall of 1915. 
Telephone Directory, Nassau County, Long Island, 
February 11, 1915; June 5, 1915; October 21, 1915, 
By 1918, Frank was again living in Auburn. Auburn 
Directory, Cayuga County Historians Office, 
Auburn; Auburn Citizen, May 20, 1918. 

‘Tuxill maintained an office at 337-39 Fifth Avenue 
and then later on West 34th Street. “Beacon Hill, 
It’s Everything Its Name Implies, New York Times, 
June 25, 1912, p. 18; “Beacon Hill on Hempstead 
Harbor, Port Washington, Long Island,” Port Wash- 
ington News, April 25, 1914, p. 6; “$500 Down, $130 
Per Month,” New York Times, September 7, 1917, 
p. 10; New York City Telephone Directories, New 
York Telephone Company: October 18, 1921—Feb- 
ruary 1, 1922; October 1924-May 1925; Winter 
1928-Summer 1929. In 1930, he was renting an 
apartment on Powell Avenue in Flushing, Queens, 
for $130 a month. And yet, in 1931 he was able to 
afford to hold his daughter’s wedding at Manhat- 
tan’s legendary St. Regis Hotel. During the 1930s, 
while looking for his next big real estate adven- 
ture, Tuxill was involved in real estate transactions 
throughout the tri-state area. In 1939, he was offer- 
ing 250 building lots in Lincoln Park, New Jersey, in 
exchange for a house. U.S. Census, 1930; “Recently 
Married,” [with photo] Brooklyn Daily Eagle, Sunday, 
March 22, 1931, p. 6B; “Builder’s Attention,” New 
Tork Times, May 28, 1939, p. W12; “[Wanted] part- 
ner with capital to help purchase and develop [a] 
tract of land . . .” New York Times, March 3, 1931, p. 
35; “Wanted 300 to 1000 acres tillable land within 
75 miles of N.Y.C,” “Farms & Acreage Wanted,” 
New York Times, December 11, 1932, p. RE8; “Sea- 
men at Rest Home Prove Adept at Golf.” New Tork 
Times, November 15, 1942, p. F8. 

‘Tuxill offered property as well as homes for sale in 
ads from 1945 to 1957. New York Times, June 19, 
1946, p. 41; “Homes in Sullivan County,” New York 
Times, June 27, 1947, p. 36; New Tork Times, May 22, 
1949, p. R15; “Houses in Sullivan County,” New York 
Times, June 16, 1949, p. 53; among others. 
Telephone interview with Carl Tuxill by author on 
October 1, 2009. 

Ibid. 

The Plans Committee reported that they “had 
met... with the Bi-Harbor Realty Co. and [they 
agreed to] go the limit with us in case of trouble 
regarding plans. They decided that in the future, a 
letter would be sent to prospective builders outlining 
the requirements of the Plans Committee.” BHRA 
Minutes (no copy of this letter appears in the file), 
Series 1, Box 1, Folder 4, August 2, 1926. In 1926, 
the Plans Committee approved thirteen plans, most 
of them after negotiations and changes; two sets of 
plans were rejected, Two years later, the commit- 
tee investigated a five-foot violation of the setback 
restriction for a house being built, and members of 
the association voted to take legal action. The asso- 
ciation continued its vigilance well into the carly 
1940s. BHRA Minutes, Series I, Box 1, Folder 5, 
January 11, 1927; BHRA Minutes, Series I, Box 1, 
Folder 6, July 9, 1928, and September 12, 1928. The 
1928 Annual Report: “An action was brought by the 
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Association in the Supreme Court which resulted 
in the moving back of the house to comply with 
restrictions.” BHRA, 1928 Annual Report, Series 
I, Box 1, Folder 6. In 1938, the committee rejected 
two plans on account of garage and setback viola- 
tions. BHRA Minutes, Series I, Box 1, Folder 16, 
1938; BHRA Minutes, Series I, Box 1, Folder 18, 
December 20, 1940. There is a gap in the minutes 
of the association between 1944 and 1962 and, in 
1964, when a resident questioned why houses being 
built on Summit Road had not been submitted for 
approval, he was told that the old covenants and 
restrictions had been superseded by the Town of 
North Hempstead’s zoning laws. BHRA Minutes, 
Series I, Box 1, Folder 25, April 17, 1964. 

BHRA Minutes, Series I, Box 1, Folder 12, Decem- 
ber 11, 1935; BHRA Minutes, Series I, Box 1, 
Folder 13, January 7, 1936. 

BHRA Minutes, Series I, Box 1, Folder 4, January 
14, 1926. In 1938, LeRoy Barton was appointed 
supervising architect of the public building branch 
of the U.S. Treasury and the following year he was 
named as an advisor to the Federal Works Adminis- 
tration. In Port Washington, he designed the town’s 
first library, dedicated in 1926, and the second 
Flower Hill Firehouse in 1930. 

Henry Atterbury Smith, 500 Small Houses of the 
Twenties (Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 1990; 
reprint of The Books of a Thousand Homes, vol. 1, pub- 
lished by the Homeowners Service Institute, 1923), 
pp. 6-7. 

Ibid. Yewell received first prize for a small house 
selected by the New-Jork Tribune to be built in Larch- 
mont Gardens, New York, as a model for low con- 
struction costs. It was built for $8,842.06. Henry 
Atterbury Smith, “Novel Home Building Experi- 
ment at Larchmont Is Finished,” New-Jork Tribune, 
October 15, 1922, p. B2. 

Yewell bought the property on June 22, 1923, from 
the Bi-Harbor Realty Group, Nassau County, liber 
792, Deed 15401, folio 397. Tuxill’s wife, Ethel, 
released the property to the Bi-Harbor Group on 
the same date. Nassau County Clerk, liber 792, 
Release 15402, folio 400. 

“A New Service for Those About to Build,” Country 
Life 49, no. 1, November 1925, p. 42. In 1926, Briggs 
gave a scries of lectures on the design of small gar- 
dens to the Greenwich Garden Club. “Society in the 
Suburbs,” New York Evening Post, April 14, 1926, p. 
11. Yewell and Briggs were close personal and pro- 
fessional friends, according to J. David Utterback, 
who inherited Briggs’s office and library collection 
upon his death in 1977. Email correspondence 
between the author and J. David Utterback, March 
2011. 

“Home Buying and Building Active Throughout 
Suburbs,” New ork Times, September 9, 1928, p. 
155. 

Mayer spent fifty years working in the studio at his 
house, and his impressionistic landscapes of Beacon 
Hill were featured at the Nassau County Museum 
of Art in 1984. His earlier work was exhibited at 
the Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C., 
in 1914; the Art Institute of Chicago in 1923; and 
the Brooklyn Museum of Art, New York, in 1925 
and 1926. Two of Kelland’s stories became popular 
movies: Speak Easy, 1932, starring Buster Keaton, 
and Mr. Deeds Goes to Town, 1936, starring Gary Coo- 
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per and Jean Arthur, remade as Mr. Deeds in 2002 
with Adam Sandler and Winona Ryder. 


Surf and Controversy 

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, June 2, 1911. 

For the developers, the Indian word Neponsit meant 
“place between the waters,” but it is also thought 
to derive from the name of a sachem who signed a 
seventeenth-century deed. 

Frank Bailey, as told to Hannah Geffen, /t Can't Hap- 
pen Here Again (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1944) p. 
123. 
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Eagle, May 17, 1914. 

Vincent Seyfried and William Asadorian, Old Rock- 
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Dover Publications, 1999), p. 94. 

Reynolds had appraised the property at approx- 
imately $8,000 an acre, well above the $2,500 to 
$3,100 that the city’s experts thought it was worth. 
The final price awarded by the Condemnation 
Commission averaged $5,032 per acre. “Reynolds 
Indicted in Rockaway Case,” New York Times, August 
25, 1917. 

“Tammany Lie, Replies Mayor Mitchel; City Not 
Cheated, Says Controller,” New York Herald, Febru- 
ary 19, 1917. 


16 “Court Exonerates Senator Reynolds,” New York 
Times, May 13, 1920. 

17 Bailey, Jt Can't Happen Here Again, p. 119. 

18 Jamaica Estates was also considered a park site by 
the city. 

19 Long-time resident Peter Sammon, whose family 


has lived in the community since 1909, attributes the 
demise of the club to a number of factors. It was dif- 
ficult to maintain, given its expense and the seasonal 
nature of the community. The Property Owners’ Asso- 
ciation was saddled with the costs of maintaining the 
beach and island malls after 1919, and the clubhouse 
was separated from the bay by the filling in required for 
the construction of Beach Channel Drive. 


Gondolas in Copiague 
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Times, March 14, 1926, p. RES. 
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“New York Incorporations,” New York Times, Octo- 
ber 22, 1905, p. 24. 
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and Amityville.” Copiague does indeed lie between 

Lindenhurst and Amityville, but the fact that Amer- 

ican Venice is actually situated in the Hamlet of 

Copiague, Town of Babylon, has often been over- 

looked because it was allocated the postal address 

“Lindenhurst, NY 11757.” Rumor has it that postal 

service for American Venice was given to Linden- 

hurst because the Copiague branch was considered 
too small for the expected volume. 

Charles R. Street, Huntington Town Records, 

Including Babylon, Long Island, N.Y., 1653-1688, 

vol. 1 (1887; repr. 1975), pp.16-18. Until 1872, the 
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Suffolk County Clerk, Liber 1458, p. 483. In their 
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suburban experience, the American Venice Corp. 
also expressly forbid uses of the property “which 
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may be deemed legally as a nuisance or objection- 
able in any way.” including the erection of “any 
milkman’s stable, slaughter house, smith shop, forge, 
furnace, steam engine, brass foundry, nail, iron or 
other foundry, or any manufactory for making 
gunpowder, glue, varnish, vitriol, ink, tobacco, tur- 
pentine, or for the boiling of bones, or for tanning, 
dressing, or preparing of skins, hides or leather, or 
any building for the carrying of noxious, dangerous 
or offensive trade or business,” 
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“Would You Like to Spend the Day on a Million- 
aire’s Estate—Intimate Views of the William E. 
Hawkins Estate and Vicinity, at Copiague and Lin- 

denhurst, L.L.,” ca. 1926. 

Many of the early advertisements appear to be 
the work of the Harry A. Chandler Booklet Dept., 

which designed the first known sales booklet for 
American Venice in 1925, titled “American Ven- 
ice on Long Island.” Harry A. Chandler was well 
known for his “Bird’s-Eye View Maps.” In a 1935 
booklet, “How a Pictorial Map Will Help Sell Your 
Real Estate Development,” Chandler detailed their 
full-service process of creating distinctive real estate 
sales campaigns. 

“American Venice at Copiague and Lindenhurst,” 
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Times, March 21, 1926, p. RE10. 
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“Hotel Victoria Opens Tuesday,” New York Evening 
Post, July 21, 1928, p. 12. 

“Leasehold Deals: Meister Builders Take Over New 
Hotel Near Times Square,” New Dork Times June 11, 
1929, p. 57. 
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Under New Control,” New ork Times, January 14, 
1930, 53. Mariam Touba, Reference Librarian at 
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ect; the Hotel President (238 W. 48th St.) currently 
exists as the Best Western President Hotel; the Hotel 
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became the Abbey Victoria Hotel before closing in 
1982. 
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Pisani, as secretary; it may also have been known as 
Venetian Home Builders or Venetian Builders Corp. 
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22, 1930, p. REG. 

New York Times, April 18, 1941, p. 21. 
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Old Field South 
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1960s attest to their involvement with the Smith- 
town Hunt and North Shore Horse Show. Indeed, 
Melville kept a stable of show horses on his private 
estate and saved cleven of them from a spreading 
fire in 1935, New York Times, June 24, 1935, p. 19.. 
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whose dues were set at $30. Those desiring family 
membership paid an additional 25 percent. When 
first organized, the club’s membership was limited 
to four hundred, though that number could be 
increased if the members voted to raise the limits. 
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lage Historical Society. 
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Brook than elsewhere.” On September 9, Minuse 
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ect and felt that we should take [property] options 
quickly if we were going to act. I told him to get all 
the options he could, paying for them any necessary 
amount which he estimated would not be over $200 
total.” Ward Melville Diaries. Long Island Museum 
of American Art, History & Carriages. 

National Register of Historic Places Registration for 
Rogers Mansion Museum Complex, October 2011. 
Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiqui- 
ties Archives. 

Morris, “One Man Leaves Many Footprints.” 

On July 6, 1941, the New York Times reported that 
five of Stony Brook’s “most impressive old houses, 
cach erected over 150 years ago, are being moved 
to new sites and restored, as far as it is necessary, to 
their old, colonial appearance.” The total number 
of affected dwellings was greater, and though Mel- 
ville insisted that residents willingly agreed to see 
their homes relocated, others remembered that emi- 
nent domain was invoked to condemn and destroy 
or move their property. See Jaleshgari, “Building a 
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Village, Providing for a University.” Melville was 
candid about his intention, which was not to restore 
the village to its historic form but “to create a model 
village, not as it would be planned today, but as our 
forefathers would have built it around 1750.” At 
least, that is how he and his architect thought they 
would build it. The Melville-Smythe plan required 
the rerouting of the existing Main Street (Route 
25A), which, in turn, necessitated the relocation or 
destruction of over thirty houses. See Morris, “One 
Man Leaves Many Footprints.” 

“1750 Town Is Rebuilt,” New Dork Times, July 6, 1941, 
p. XXI. 

New York Times, September 2, 1941, p. 19. Melville 
put $600,000 into the project and then handed own- 
ership and administration of the shopping center to 
the non-profit Stony Brook Community Fund (now 
the Ward Melville Heritage Organization), which 
he headed. Melville’s partner, Bayles Minuse, served 
as manager of the Stony Brook Community Fund 
from its inception to 1980. He controlled all main- 
tenance, leases, bookkeeping, and contracts in the 
shopping center. He was forced out in 1980 in the 
face of questions about his management. 

Balance Sheet, Suffolk Improvement Company, Jan- 
uary 30, 1943. Melville Family Papers, Three Vil- 
lage Historical Society, Emma S. Clark Memorial 
Library. 

Handwritten note, Suffolk Improvement Company, 
April 15, 1950. Three Village Historical Society. 
Deed, April 18, 1956. Three Village Historical Soci- 
ety, Folder: Organizations, Old Field Club. Never- 
theless, Melville retained some paternalistic interest 
in the area and its success, and on April 18, 1956, 
sold a chunk of land on West Meadow Road to the 
Old Field Club for $10.00. 

Postcards and promotional material issued by Hey- 
ser in the 1940s featured homes labeled as located in 
“Old Field South, Stony Brook.” Legally, however, 
the development is, and apparently always was, a 
section of Setauket, though its street contours, land- 
scape, and residential standards were distinct and 
enforceable through Melville-controlled covenants. 
Deed, Ward Melville and Suffolk Improvement 
Company and Old Field South Property Owners 
Association, Inc., May 17, 1977. Exhibit A, ca. 
1950, Covenant. See OldFieldSouth.org. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Melville’s business activities are many and beyond 
the scope of this book. His other community proj- 
ects included the Frank Melville Memorial Park in 
Setauket, with its restored mill, bridge, and post 
office, and the Suffolk County Museum, now the 
Long Island Museum of History, Art & Carriages, to 
which he donated his collection of William Sidney 
Mount drawings and paintings. Melville also con- 
tributed heavily to restoring the Caroline Episcopal 
Church to its original eighteenth-century appear- 
ance. He and his father, Frank, and their spouses are 
buried in its churchyard. This enumeration does not 
include his purely charitable work. 

“Campus Is Rising at Stony Brook,” New York Times, 
May 22, 1961, p. 33. 

Melville was particularly displeased by the first 
group of dormitories, the design of which many 
termed “neo-penal.” The architecture, and the 
problems with students in the turbulent late 1960s 
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and early 1970s, resulted in disenchantment with 
the university project among many of the older 
residents of the Three Village area. In 1968, Bud 
Huber, editor of the Three Village Herald, stated that 
while he and Melville had been early supporters of 
the university, “both regret what's happened.” New 
York Times, March 11, 1968, p. 44. 

Personal recollections of Noel Gish, March 26, 
2010. 

New York Times, May 21, 1961, p. R1. 


What If? 

“The Famous Bustanobys,” Long-Islander, August 21, 
1908. 

“The Chateau des Beaux-Arts, Huntington, Long 
Island, N.Y.,” The American Architect and Building News 
91, no. 1636 (May 4, 1907), p. 188. 

“Chateau des Beaux Arts,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, June 
6, 1909, The press also reported plans to extend 
Huntington’s trolley line to the site and establish 
ferry service to Greenwich, Connecticut. 

“Elysium” for the Rich on Huntington Harbor,” 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, July 28, 1907. 

“The Messrs. Bustanoby Are Opening Up Fine 
Development,” Long-Islander, August 18, 1911. 

The reported price was $300,000, L’Ecluse adding 
the Beaux-Arts acreage to the adjacent tract of four 
hundred acres, which he controlled. See “Hunting- 
ton Beaux Arts Sold,” Long-Islander, September 20, 
1912. 
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The property would not be acquired until 1920, 
when a Bustanoby investor who purchased the 
mortgage in 1912 sold the property to the Hunting- 
ton Golf Marine Club. See Long-Islander, May 21, 
1920. The club went into foreclosure in 1932. The 
chateau and casino were later razed and the prop- 
erty is now the site of the Head of the Bay Club. 
The E. Belcher Hyde 1917 Atlas of Suffolk County indi- 
cates that only five houses had been built between 
Upper and Lower drives. 

“Plan Manor Sites for Long Island,” New York Times, 
August 7, 1910. 

Ibid. 

Pope was also working that year on the plan for the 
McKnights’ Great Neck Estates. 

Robert Anderson Pope, “Some of the Needs of City 
Planning in America,” in City Planning: Hearing Before 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, United States 
Senate, on the Subject of City Planning. 61st Cong., 2nd 
sess, S.Doc 422 (Washington, DC: Government 
Printing Office, 1910), pp.75-79. 

“Tangier Property, Now in New Hands,” Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle, December 17, 1916. A portion of the 
property was later re-acquired by Smith descen- 
dants. 

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, May 14, 1916; New York Times, 
May 14, 1916; and New York Sun, May 14, 1916. 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, May 21, 1916, and December 
12, 1916. 

New York Times, April 9, 1916. 
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